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D: Of the Argonmiert agaifſt'a Standing 


77 "Ill: 
AF Avinig in the Countty receiv'd your Argument againſt 
2 Standing *Army, 40d your Letter to the Author of 
. the Balancing Letter, as alfothat, all in Print, I had 
—_— "the Curioli of deſirmg to diſcourſe with you, if 
poſſible, or ar leaſt to be Infornrd who the Author is; bat be= 
ing hindred'on my; Journey tg London, .I take this way of Cor- 
xe potidenice.; 1 own your ſaid Letters make 'medoubt your be- 
ing the PerſogT thought you ro be, deſerving thanks trom thoſe 
that arc'agaitſt a Standing Army; for one would have expe&cd 
at leaft a Civil, and Gentleman-like Anſwer toOne, who you 
Tayhad teyel'd at you in Soft Language and Gentleman-like Be- 
haviour. But you therein ſhew your ſelf ſuch a Maſter of the 
Art of Ridiculing, that you'll deſerye the Dofors Chair. 
' Now [I defire leave 'to''ask you ſome plain Queſtions. Whe- 
ther Ratifications of* Peace, Exchangd between thoſe Crowrn'd 
Heads, States and Princes, that haye been Engaged in the late 
War, The French King's Reſtoring thoſe matty Towns, Pro- 
_ vinces, Forts, ind Caſtles . to thote from whom they had been -; +, 
unjuſtly taken, The Ceafing Hoſtitities, Difmiffing, Retrench- |. * © 
ing, and Disbanding many of the Forces, may nor be ſufficient 


Demonſtrations of Peace, wRnool an Article of Faith ? For it 
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feeems by your Suppoſition, Page the 4th. that you cannot diſ- 
cern it tobean Honourable Peace. >In;rhe next place you make 
a great pother, and Chuck your ſelf, as if you had gain'd the 
Corland of a Martial Dance, before Ammozonian Ladies ! When 


on wrangle at the Balancers calling an Army a Land Force : 


ray, of what- Compoſition is a Regulated Militia , without 
Swords. and Piſtols, Pikes and Muskets, Powder and Ball, to 


kill Men ? Theſe are you fay, the Inſtruments and Materials | 


of a Standing Army. And now you have three Names for one 
andthe ſamething ; and your Regulated Militia may for ought 
you and I kjow, be asdreadful as a Standing Army. | 


Your!next Simily1s pleafanr, but. your Conſequenee wrong; . 


and every Law Cpnveyancer in Eng/azd will cell you, that?*ris 


uſual to incert a Covenant for further Inſurance, in the ſpace 


of ſeven Years; and the Warranty for a Year, and a. day, in 


Helaxd, istothe ſame purpoſe : And good reaſon that the Pur-. 


chaſer ſhould have his Land , for. Eyer, But you. may-as wg 

ſuppoſe, that becauſe the Commons in Parliament gfye A 
” Four ſhillings in the. Pound from Year to Year, t Toy 

re 4s People of England muſt. pay Four ſhillings ia the Pog 
VET. DING Ls FE, (Is be 9 


Next after your. Giyil way jof QUibiing upon Modes, and 
_ Faſhions, Page 6: and 7.. you lay, Nature bath Armed all Creatures 
with Weapons to oppoſe thoſe that aſſault them, And: That the. Jole 
Debate « in whoſe. Hands 1keſe Weapons ſhould be put ; of which you 
have , it ſeems, diſcourſed from the 18th to'rthe. 26th Page of 


your Argument. - - 


Come, Sir, if inſtead of this, you had'propaſed how a Regus 
lated Militia ſhall be maintained, and that. leſs grievous to the 


People, then ſuch Supplies as may ſerve.to maintain; ſuch 


Troops and Companies of the Army as the King Lord'ang . 


Commons ſhall agree to keep up, your Argument would*hay 


had ſome Weight : But I had almoſt faid you know Ytls of 


the matter.. 
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S ©... Areithey only:Metcettary Soldiers: Whom: you call Butchers, 

| thes profeſs to, kill-Men. for-Six:pedoer 2, day} Whardo yo call 
I | choſe: Militia :Foor-men-; ”and Horfe-men., who 'make®their 
> | 


Maſters Pay Three! ſhillings a Day to Carry their Arms, and 
Five ſhillingsa day £0: Ride. their Horſes wich Arms, atl bonn- 
Cc1ng in,wordsto Kill 'Men,,or: Run away ?: fot O20 190 
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Are the Mercenary Soldiers Robbers of Henrooſts, andtheir 
Officers Damme Blades, Ravithers of Women, Debauchees, 
- and other dreadful Names, by which yourare-pleaſed »ro-call 


- 
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' 'Theti' pray, What are thoſe Militia Soldiers and Officers, 
F againſt-whom.: (when they .had been drawn our of ſeveral In- 
land to the Maritime Counties, upon apprehenfion of Invaſion 
not long {finceY there were Complaints of many Victuallers , 
Shopkeepers, Farmers, and other honeſt Houſekeepers , thar 
not only theit Poulcry, but their Piggs, Sheep, and Goods 
wete taken away, and Quarters left unpaid ? Ay, and the good 
People would have made Hue and Cry after ſeveral of thoſe 
Officers, to: have kept certain Males, and Females, begotten 
of their Daughters, and Servants, were it not that thereby they 
muſt have brought ſome Scandal to their Family : Now pra) 
weeltrhe VWForit wherein tire SOIdIers appear more 
 Vertuous (or leſs'to be fear'd) then a Standing Army. 


There is no doubt but che Militia of England may be made 
more uſeful then it is, or ever was, and I heartily wiſh it may 

be Effeted: But this will be a Work of "Time, and maybe a+ 

Matter of great Debate, how Money ſhall be Levied to defray 

the Annual Charges; for althothe Number ſhould be reduced 

to Sixty thouſand, as you propoſe, yet that Number will be 

more Chargeable then T'wenty-rhouſand: of the -prefent” Stand- 
ing Army. heh : | 


And what's to be donein caſe of Invaſion in-the mean time? 
You haye not given ſuch Rules, and Methods, as can be rehy'd 
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Tobe plain, there is ſomeSnake mtheGraſs; tho your po- 
lar Topick is Liberty -and 'Property,: and to avoid Arbitrary 
Dower and: Slavery. It looks very-like a Deſign to Graſp the 
Power, the Government; and the Dominion -of this now hap- 
py Kingdom, or elſe you would: have ler: theſe Weighty  Mat- 
ters alone ro whom it Rightly: belongs,--The-King; Lords and 
_— in Parliament, whom God Almighty Bleſs and 
Ee. Imogen Þ es cared 


December the 16th 
1697. 


And let all the People ſay, Amer. 


As doth your Humble Servant. 


